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Tall Tale Characteristics

                 Answer Key

Picture from (http://www.paulbunyantrail.com/talltale.html)



 
1.The main character accomplishes great feats using strength, skill and wit.
TRUE


Examples: Tony Beaver’s big strides that just went from one mountain top to the next.

      Paul Bunyan’s delivery to his parents at his birth took five giant                            storks.

     Slue Foot Sue rode a catfish the size of a whale down the Rio Grande.

2. The story is totally factual.
  FALSE
Example: Tony Beaver couldn’t step from one mountain to another mountain.  

    Paul Bunyan could not have been born with a black beard and cause an earthquake when he         crawled.

    Slue Foot Sue could not bounced back and forth, from the moon to the earth.

3. The main character often has a powerful animal or object that helps him/her.
TRUE

Example: Tony Beaver had two oxen named Hannibal and Goliath

     Paul Bunyan had a blue ox named Babe.

     Slue Foot Sue rode a wild horse named Widow Maker. 

4. The author uses exaggeration and humor. (details describe things as greater than they really   

are) TRUE

Example: Tony Beaver named a river Eel River and named himself the owner.

    Tony Beaver could cut down two trees with each swing - one of the back swing and one on                               the down swing.


                Paul Bunyan dragged his pickaxe behind him on a trip which made a ditch that we call the                      Grand Canyon

               Slue Foot Sue rode a catfish the size of a whale down the Rio Grande.

5. The main character is always male.
   FALSE

Example: Slue Foot Sue is a female.

    Calamity Jane is a female.

6. The story always happens in the future.     FALSE

Example: Tony Beaver happens in the past.

     Paul Bunyan happens in the past.

     Slue Foot Sue happens in the past

7. The story explains how some familiar things began or some geographical formations came to 

be.
TRUE

Example: Tony Beaver - West Virginia Mountaineers

     Paul Bunyan - Grand Canyon, Puget Sound

    Slue Foot Sue - Rio Grande

8. The hero has a colorful way of speaking.  TRUE

Example: Tony Beaver called the children “younguns”


    Paul Bunyan emptied a whole pond of frogs with one “Holler”


    Slue Foot Sue said “Yippy, yippy!”  Yee-haw”  “Howdy”

9. The story includes gods and goddesses.   FALSE


 

Example: All of the Tall Tales are exaggerations of real people or make believe people.

10. The main character represents a specific job of someone living in the time period the story is 

set.  TRUE

 Example: Paul Bunyan was a lumberjack

     Davy Crockett was a pioneer

     Slue Foot Sue was a legendary cowgirl.

11. Often the hero dies or disappears.  TRUE

Example:  Slue Foot Sue died and be buried beside Peco Bill

    Davy Crockett died at the Alamo.

    Paul Bunyan disappeared in Alaska.  ( This information was not provided at the website.)

If you finish early click on this website to read other tall tales: http://www.americanfolklore.net/tt.html#Tall
