Tall Tales and Historical Characters

Unit of Study

Written by Janet Caligan and Carol Joyce

Unit Goal: Students will be able to take factual information and create a Tall Tale using the characteristics of Tall Tales and factual information about an historical character.

Lesson 1

Activating Activity:

Students will be given index cards with factual information and cards with exaggerated information.  Students will be asked to sort these cards into the proper category. 

Students will work with a partner and a graphic organizer to classify the factual information about Davy Crocket.     (Organizer included.)

Students will gather some of the following information in these topics:

1.  Birth

2.  Youth

3.  Occupation

4.  Historical Information Progress at this time in history

5.  Companions

6.  Location of events for this person’s life

7.  Familiar invention at the time of this person’s life

8.  Famous person at this time in history


Lesson 2

Activating Activity: (10 minutes) Students will brainstorm the characteristics of a Tall Tale that they remember from 4th grade.

Introduce Tall Tales by providing students with many Tall Tales to read and determine the characteristics of Tall Tales. Students will discover the following characteristics:

1.The main character accomplishes great feats using strength, skill and wit.

2. The main character often has a powerful animal or object that helps him/her.

3. The author uses exaggeration and humor. (Details describe things as greater   than they really are)

4. The story explains how some familiar things began or some geographical formations came to be.

5. The hero has a colorful way of speaking.


6. The main character represents a specific job of someone living in the time period the story is set.
 

7. The hero does not like what others call progress.  Often the hero dies or disappears. 



As the students read the Tall Tales, they will list these characteristics. Students will tell the characteristics to the teacher while she records them on the overhead so that every student can record all of the characteristics in their folders to save as we continue with the unit.

Tall Tales that will be used:

Paul Bunyan, Pesco Bill, John Henry, Mike Fink, Sluefoot Sue, etc.
Lesson 3

Activating Activity:

Provide a sticker to any student who can write down 3 out of the 7 characteristics of Tall Tales. Provide two stickers to any student who can write down 5 out of 7 characteristics. Provide a 15-minute pass for any student who can write down all 7 of the characteristics.

Students will work with the teacher to determine the characteristics of a story about Davy Crocket that classifies it as a Tall Tale. Students will record the class gathered information of a graphic organizer. (Graphic Organizer could be used)

Lesson 4

Activating Activity:

Partners will face each other. One partner will tell the other about one activity they participated in yesterday. The other partner will exaggerate the event. Anyone who would like to share his or her exaggeration with the class may do so.

Students will work to determine how the author of the Davy Crocket Tall Tale got from biographical information to creating a Tall Tale.

Lesson 5

Activating Activity: (Teacher’s choice)

Teacher will read the list of famous or important Americans that the students will choose to research during this lesson. She will allow the students to select the person they would like to research.

Students will choose the famous person to gather biographical information.

Pair students

Each pair of students will do research using a graphic organizer. (Graphic Organizer attached) The research may be done in the media center using books and/or computers. The teacher would decide the location.


Lesson 6

Activating Activity:

Students will be given two different colors of small pieces of paper. One piece will represent Tall Tales and the other will represent Biographies. The teacher will read different characteristics of a tall tale and a biography. Students will vote with their strips of paper as the teacher reads the characteristics. They will vote at the count of 5.

Lesson 7

Activating Activity: 

Partner who is the shortest will tell their partner how to open PowerPoint Program. The partner who is the tallest will tell their partner how to begin their PowerPoint Program. Each pair of students will be given a red square of paper to hold up if help is needed. The partner who is the shortest should put up the red square of paper if the partners need help.

Students will work in the computer lab to review the use of PowerPoint Slide Shows.

Lesson 8-10

Activating Activities:

Partner with the shortest fingernails will tell their partner what their task

The partner with the longest fingernails will ask their partner if they have any questions that they need to ask at this time.

Each student will work in the computer lab side by side to create a PowerPoint Slide Show of his or her Tall Tale. They will ask each other for help if needed, and if the need help from the teacher they will hold up their red square of paper.

Each Slide Show will include:

1. A title page

2. At least one illustration for their tall tale. Example would be a drawing they did using the computer, clip art, a drawing that they did and was scanned to a disk and inserted into their show, or a digital picture.

3. Tall Tale that was created during previous lesson.

4. Bibliography

Lesson 11

Activating Activity:

Students will draw numbers from 1 to 18. Each student will present their PowerPoint Slide Show to the class using Aver Key attached to a computer and a Television. This may be done either in the computer lab or in the classroom.

Technology used in this unit:

Writers

Inspiration Software

Digital Cameras

Internet

PowerPoint Software

Scanner

Aver Key

The following lesson is the lesson, which will be taught as a QTL lesson





The following lesson will be the lesson taught as a QLT lesson.








